FEEDBACK FORM


SOMERSET SMARTER TRAVEL THROUGH TRAVEL PLANS DRAFT SPD

EARLY ENGAGEMENT WITH DEVELOPERS
CLOSING DATE FOR RESPONSES: 26TH FEBRUARY 2010

Somerset County Council and the Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) in Somerset have been working with developers for many years to implement smarter travel strategies in new developments.
Government guidance now recommends that such advice be brought together in a formal planning document. Somerset County Council as the lead authority for travel plans in Somerset has, with help of the LPAs, put together a draft guidance document.

It is planned for this guidance to assume the status of a Supplementary Planning Document attached to district council’s emerging Local Development Frameworks. We are at this stage conducting a non-formal early consultation on the document to seek feedback on its requirements.

In particular, we are asking:

· Is the process we have set out realistic (e.g. Figure 2, p19)?

· Is the content of travel plans and related obligations reasonable (e.g. Section 3.1.2, Section 5)?

· Is the guidance clear, useful and easy to follow?

· Do any of the requirements depart from ‘normal’ practice?

· Is the draft s106 template schedule for travel plans (in the appendix) reasonable?

· How does the Somerset guidance compare to other guidance you have been required to follow elsewhere outside of Somerset?

We would be very grateful for your views, and do intend on making necessary alterations to make the process of delivering travel plans through new developments streamlined and easy for developers. Your input will greatly assist in this.

We would like to give developers five weeks to provide comments on the guidance at this stage. We would therefore very much appreciate comments by 26th February 2010. A feedback sheet is attached which should be returned to Reggie Tricker (C7, County Hall, Taunton, TA1 4DY) by post, or by email to rtricker@somerset.gov.uk
As we have a limited number of developer contacts, we would be happy for you to pass this onto any other developers who might be interested or regularly develop land in Somerset, or for you to pass us their details.
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