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3.8

3.9
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3.13

Within the urban area of Bridgwater the road has footways along both sides of Durleigh Road
to a decent standard. Continuous footway is provided from the site towards the centre of the
town. 0.5km east of Haygrove Road the footway on the southern kerb line moves away from
the road and passes through St. Matthews Field, or the Fairfield as it is known locally. Whilst
this footpath exists and is used by the public, its status is unclear as it is not indicated as a
public right of way on the Ordnance Survey plan (Figure 1).

At its eastern end Durleigh Road becomes West Street and continues on until it meets the
A39 Broadway and the Penel Orlieu at a large signalised cross road junction.

Proposed Improvements

In addition to the proposed changes to the junction of Durleigh Road and Haygrove Road
outlined in paragraph 3.5, it is also proposed that improvements are made to pedestrian
crossing facilities on Durleigh Road. Dropped kerbs and tactile paving will be provided to
allow easier crossing of Durleigh Road outside of Haygrove School and at the junction of
Oakfield Road and Durleigh Road adjacent to the nearest bus stop. The improvement

scheme is shown in Figure 3.
Junction of West Street, A39 Broadway and Penel Orlieu
Existing Conditions

The junction of West Street, A39 Broadway and Penel Orlieu is a large signal controlled
junction. West Street has a two lane approach to the stop line, A39 Broadway south has a
three lane approach, A39 Broadway north has a two lane approach and Penel Orlieu has a

two lane approach.

Staggered signal controlled pedestrian crossings are provided on the A39 Broadway on both
the north and south stop lines. Pedestrian crossings on the two side roads are uncontrolled

and require pedestrians to walk with traffic.
Proposed Improvements

The junction does not have any special provision for cyclists. Further details of cycle facilities

in the vicinity of the development site can be seen in section 4.

It is proposed that Advanced Cycle Stop Lines (ASL) are introduced on the West Street and
Penel Orlieu arms of the junction, this is subject to confirmation that this will not affect

intergreens and that no significant engineering works are required to accommodate them.
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4.3
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4.5

4.6

4.7

ACCESSIBILITY AUDIT OF LOCAL SERVICES AND FACILITIES

This section of the report considers accessibility by alternative modes to the car from the
development site to jobs, shops and local services and facilities, which can be seen in Figure
4.

The National Travel Survey: 2009 published in 2010 provides details of all trips per person
per year, and is shown in Table 4.1 below. This provides clear evidence of the relationship
between distance and probability of different modes of transport. The analysis shows that

walking is the dominant mode for trips under 1.6km (75%).

For distances up to between 1.6km and 3.2km, car becomes the predominant form of travel
(58%), but walking is still the chosen mode by almost a third (31%).

Table 4.1: Proportion of Total Trips by Mode and Distance (Modal Split by Distance)

Distance Car Bus Train Walk Cycle
0 - 1.6km 20% 1% 0% 75% 2%
1.6 - 3.2km 58% 6% 0% 31% 3%
3.2 8km 79% 12% 1% 5% 2%

Walking and Cycling

The Guide to Better Practice accompanying PPG13 (section 2.05) states:

Where distances exceed 1 mile (about 1.6km) only a small proportion of people will walk.
Where distances exceed about 5 miles (8km) only a small proportion of people will regularly
cycle, even where good facilities are provided. Other modes are less sensitive to distance, but

motorised modes are rarely used for trips of around half a mile (0.8km) or less.

Manual for Streets (2007) states in paragraph 4.4 that Walkable neighbourhoods are typically
characterised by having a range of facilities within 10 minutes (up to about 800m) walking
distance of residential areas which residents may access comfortably. However this is not an
upper limit and PPG13 states that walking offers the greatest potential to replace car trips,

particularly those under 2km.

The IHT guidance Cycle Friendly Infrastructure published in 2004 states in paragraph 2.3 that
Most journeys are short. Three quarters of journeys by all modes are less than five miles
(8km) and half under two miles (3.2km) (DOT 1993, table 2a). These are distances that can
be cycled comfortably by a reasonably fit person.
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With regard to trips to schools the Department for Transport publication Focus on Personal
Travel published in 2005 states that for primary school children 82% of trips less than 1.6km

were on foot and this increases to 89% for secondary school children.

As stated in the introduction walking and cycling can help us to counteract problems of
overweight and obesity as well as coronary heart disease, stroke, diabetes and cancer in
addition to improving mental wellbeing [source DfT Walking and cycling: an action plan 2004].

The Sedgemoor Local Plan identifies a number of proposals for on and off road cycle routes
around the town. As identified earlier the proposals map can be seen in Appendix A. The
proposals show new off-road cycle routes to the south of the development site, and
connections to these routes are provided for in the site masterplan. Moving Somerset
Forward has prepared a series of maps showing cycle routes and cycle friendly roads in
towns across Somerset. The Bridgwater cycle map is attached to this document as Appendix
D.

As these proposals are not yet realised, the audit of access to local facilities is based upon

the existing conditions at the time of writing.
Primary Schools

The closest primary school to the development site is St. Mary s C of E Primary School. This

is a 0.75km walk from the centre of the development site.

Walking

St. Mary s is well within walking distance for most people. The route to the school passes
along Haygrove Road, before travelling west along Durleigh Road for approximately 200m. At
the junction of Durleigh Road with Oakfield Road it is necessary to cross Durleigh Road.
There are no formal crossing facilities in this location, drop kerbs are provided at driveways

but there is no tactile paving. St. Mary s is 200m north of Durleigh Road along Oakfield Road.

As noted in Section 3 of this document, there are proposals to introduce dropped kerbs and
tactile paving west of Haygrove Road. When this facility has been introduced this will be the

recommended place to cross Durleigh Road.

Cycling

There are no dedicated cycle facilities provided between the development site and the school,

and the route taken would be as above using the road rather than the footway.
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St. Joseph s RC Primary School is also located close to the development site. This is

approximately 1.2km walk from the centre of the development site.

Walking

St. Joseph s is also well within walking distance of the development site. The route to the
school passes along Haygrove Road and onto Durleigh Road heading east. As with St.
Mary s School it is necessary to cross Durleigh Road. Again there are currently no dedicated
crossing facilities and no tactile paving provided, but the improvements outlined in Section 3
of this document include upgraded crossing facilities east of Haygrove Road. Once on the
northern side of Durleigh Road the route continues to follow the road east until the junction
with Park Road. The route follows Park Road approximately 180m north and then enters
Nicholls Close. From Nicholls Close there is an off-road pedestrian route to the school
entrance.

Cycling

There are currently no dedicated cycle facilities provided between the development site and
the school, however a signed on-street cycle route runs along Durleigh Road and then travels
north along Woodbury Road. The school entrance is located at the eastern end of Park

Avenue.

Secondary School

The nearest secondary school to the development site is Haygrove School which is located
directly opposite the junction of Durleigh Road with Haygrove Road. The school is
approximately 0.4km from the centre of the development site. There were proposals to move
the school to a new site which would have placed it about 1.6km from the development site,

but this scheme is understood to have been recently cancelled due to Government cuts.

Walking

The school is well within easy walking distance of the development site. The route is along
Haygrove Road and across Durleigh Road to the school entrance. As detailed above there
are no formal crossing facilities on Durleigh Road, to the east of Haygrove Road there is a
ramp provided on the north side of Durleigh Road suggesting this is the recommended
location to cross.
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Cycling

There are no dedicated cycle facilities between the site and the school. The route to follow is

as the walking route above.
Shopping
4.15 The development is conveniently located for easy access to a range of shops.

4.16  Alocal centre on West Street provides the nearest shopping opportunity. The local centre
consists of a One-Stop convenience store, a hairdresser, a butchers and a fish and chip

shop/Chinese take-away restaurant.
Walking

The local centre is a short walk of approximately 1.3km from the centre of the development
site. The route is along Haygrove Road and then follows Durleigh Road onto West Street.

There is a zebra crossing on West Street adjacent to the junction with Westover Green.
Cycling

The local centre is only a short ride from the development site. The route is on-road as
described for walking. There are presently no facilities for locking bikes up near the shops,
however as part of this travel plan a contribution will be made to install 5 Sheffield Stands in a
position with good natural surveillance.

4.17  Beyond the local centre the next shopping opportunity is Bridgwater town centre to the east of
the A38. Bridgwater has a thriving town centre which extends from the cinema on Penel
Orlieu, along High Street and Fore Street and continues to the east of the River Parrett. In

addition to the High Street there is a small shopping centre called Angel Place.
Walking

The town centre starts approximately 1.6km walk from the development site, although this is
generally considered to be at the limit of how far most people will walk, the route is flat and
requires only one road crossing. The best walking route follows Durleigh Road on to West
Street. At the end of West Street staggered signal controlled crossing facilities are provided
making it easy for pedestrians to cross the A38 Broadway. Beyond the A38, the route
continues along Penel Orlieu and crosses Market Street opposite The Old Market public
house; dropped kerbs, tactile paving and a pedestrian refuge are provided. To the south of
The Old Market public house High Street begins leading to the town centre shopping. High

Street is one-way and lightly trafficked. In the town centre Fore Street is pedestrianised.
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Cycling

The route to the town centre by bike is as per the walking route. At the junction of West Street
with the A38 Broadway, cyclists have to cross the junction with traffic or dismount and use the
pedestrian crossing facilities. It is proposed that Advanced Stop Lines are introduced on the
two minor arms of this junction. From Penel Orlieu the signed route to the town centre for
bicycles follows Market Street, Mount Street and on to Northgate before turning on to Castle
Moat. Castle Moat links to York Buildings where there are 11 Sheffield Stands. Whilst the
stands do not benefit from significant surveillance, they are located in the pedestrianised part
of the town centre. Further cycle parking is provided on Salmon Parade for 18 bicycles,
although the stands are front wheel fixing only. Further cycle parking in the town centre is
located in Angel Crescent, where 28 cycle parking spaces are provided. The stands are under

cover but are poorly overlooked.

Public Transport

A local bus route also provides quick and easy access to the town centre. The nearest bus
stops to the development are located at the junction of Durleigh Road and Oakfield Road
(230m west of Haygrove Road) [short code sotamdta]and at the junction of Durleigh Road
and Woodford Road (210m east of Haygrove Road) [short code sotamgda]. The bus stops
are served by service 2 operated by First Bus and services 18 and 613 operated by Hatch
Green Coaches. Service 2 offers a 30 minute frequency service Monday to Saturday between
08:00 and 18:00. The bus takes 6 minutes to reach the High Street. The time of the next bus
can be texted to your phone by texting the stop short code to 84268.

In addition to the High Street shopping, Bridgwater also has a range of supermarkets
including Morrisons, Asda, Sainsbury s, Lidl and Aldi. The closest supermarket to the

development site is Morrisons which is located adjacent to the A38 Broadway.

Walking

The closest supermarket, Morrisons, is a walk of approximately 2.2km from the centre of the
development site. The route to the supermarket is via Durleigh Road, St Matthew s Field and
Albert Street. From here it is possible to access the Bridgwater Canal tow path; this provides
a direct off-road access to the store.

The other supermarkets are well outside of a reasonable walking distance for most people,

especially when carrying groceries.
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Cycling

The main supermarkets: Morrisons; Asda; and Sainsbury s have adequate cycle parking. It is
worth noting that Asda provides the best cycle parking facilities of the three main
supermarkets with a high quality cycle shelter which is visible from inside the store and
provides parking for 12 bicycles. Although Morrisons cycle parking for 12 bicycles is under
cover, it is hidden away and not overlooked, and many cyclists choose to lock bicycles to
pillars directly outside the main entrance. Sainsbury s provides 20 Sheffield Stands which is
enough for 40 bicycles. The stands are located at the edge of the car park and are not
covered or overlooked.

Public Transport

Bus route 2 does not travel to any particular supermarket, however Asda is located adjacent
to Bridgwater Bus Station and is therefore easily accessible by bus. The journey by bus takes
10 minutes. The other stores are not easily accessible by public transport although bus

service 2 could be used to reduce the walking distances.

Home Delivery

Asda and Sainsbury s supermarkets will deliver online shopping orders to homes in
Bridgwater. Online shopping can save time, reduce fuel costs and make it easier to budget
the weekly shop. Delivery charges do apply, Sainsbury s delivery charge is between £3.50
and £5.50 and Asda charges start at £3.50 with a minimum order of £50 reducing to free

delivery for orders over £150.

Health

The closest medical centres to the development site are the Victoria Park Medical Centre
(1.9km from the site) and the Taunton Road Medical Centre (2.2km from the site). Both of

these are outside of easy walking distance for all but the fittest.

Cycling

The Victoria Road Medical Centre provides 3 Sheffield Stands undercover in a well

overlooked courtyard area. There are no cycle facilities at the Taunton Road Medical Centre.

Public Transport

Bus service 2 stops on Penel Orlieu which is approximately 600m from the Victoria Park
Medical Centre. In order to access the Taunton Road Medical Centre by public transport a

change at the bus station would be required.
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Bridgwater also has a general hospital which is approximately 2.2km from the development

site. This is again beyond a reasonable walking distance.
Cycling

The hospital does not have any public cycle parking, however on street cycle parking is
provided on Salmon Parade approximately 100m from the hospital. The stands are fixed to

the wall and hold a single wheel.
Public Transport

Bus service 2 stops on Eastover which is approximately 150m from the hospital. The journey

from the site takes approximately 12 minutes.
Public Transport

Bridgwater benefits from a mainline railway station and a bus station, providing opportunities
for long distance commuting without the need for a car. The Bus Station is 2.3km from the
centre of the site and the railway station is 2.9km away; both of which are outside of a

reasonable walking distance especially in the context of commuting journeys.
Bus

There are two bus stops on Durleigh Road which are equidistant from the development site.
Approximately 230m west of Haygrove Road the bus stop is located adjacent to the junction
with Oakfield Road, this stop is well maintained and has a reasonably modern bus shelter.
230m to the east of Haygrove Road the next bus stop is adjacent to the junction with

Woodbury Road, there is no bus shelter at this stop.

Bus services in Bridgwater are predominantly operated by First Bus, details of services can
be found in Tables 4.2 4.4 below and a map showing bus routes around Bridgwater can be
found in Appendix E.

Table 4.2 Bridgwater bus times (Monday Friday)

Frequency
No Description First bus | Last bus Peak/off-
peak

North Sydenham - Rhode Lane (Bridgwater Town) Via .
1 ) ) . 07:11 18:11 15 mins
Bus Station, High Street, Wills Road

Heathcombe Road - South Sydenham (Bridgwater Town) .
2 o . 07:54 17:45 30 mins
Via High Street, Bus Station

High Street - Western Way (Bridgwater Town) Via Bus )
6 ) ) 09:00 14:00 60 mins
Station, East Quay Medical Centre, Kendale Road
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Table 4.2 Bridgwater bus times (Monday Friday)

Bridgwater (Polden Meadows) - Cannington Watchet .
) ) 07:00 18:10 60 mins
14 Via Bus Station, Wembdon, Nether Stowey
Watchet - Cannington - Bridgwater (Polden Meadows Via )
. 07:17 17:56 30 mins
Nether Stowey, Wembdon, Bus Station
Taunton - Bridgwater - Burnham-on-Sea Via Brittons Ash .
21/ 07:25 22:00 30/60 mins
2la
Burnham-on-Sea - Bridgwater Taunton Via Brittons Ash 06:05 22:55 30/60 mins
Bridgwater Taunton Via Stogursey, Nether Stowey,
) 09:00 09:00 1 per day
Kingston St. Mary
23a _ I
Taunton Bridgwater Via Kingston St. Mary, Nether
14:10 14:10 1 per day
Stowey, Stogursey
Wells Bridgwater Via Glastonbury, Street, Cossington, )
. 06:16 18:04 60 mins
Woolavington
375
Bridgwater Wells Via Woolavington, Cossington, Street, )
07:44 19:28 60 mins
Glastonbury
Table 4.3 Bridgwater bus times (Saturday)
Frequency
No Description First bus | Lastbus Peak/off-
peak
North Sydenham - Rhode Lane ( Bridgwater Town ) Via .
1 ) ) . 07:26 18:11 15 mins
Bus Station, High Street, Wills Road
Heathcombe Road - South Sydenham ( Bridgwater Town .
2 o . 07:46 18:16 30 mins
) Via High Street, Bus Station
High Street - Western Way ( Bridgwater Town) Via Bus .
6 ) ) 09:00 14:00 60 mins
Station, East Quay Medical Centre, Kendale Road
Bridgwater (Polden Meadows) - Cannington Watchet )
) ) 08:10 18:10 30 mins
14 Via Bus Station, Wembdon, Nether Stowey
Watchet - Cannington - Bridgwater (Polden Meadows Via )
. 07:17 17:56 30 mins
Nether Stowey, Wembdon, Bus Station
21/ Taunton - Bridgwater - Burnham-on-Sea Via Brittons Ash 07:25 22:00 30/60 mins
Burnham-on-Sea - Bridgwater ~Taunton Via Brittons .
2la 07:15 22:55 30/60 mins
Ash
Wells Bridgwater Via Glastonbury, Street, Cossington, )
) 07:04 18:04 60 mins
Woolavington
375 _ i _ i
Bridgwater Wells Via Woolavington, Cossington, )
09:09 19:28 60 mins
Street, Glastonbury
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Table 4.4 Bridgwater bus times (Sundays and bank holidays)
Frequency
No Description First bus | Last bus Peak/off-
peak
Bridgwater (Polden Meadows) - Cannington Watchet )
. . 10:20 20:20 120 mins
1 Via Bus Station, Wembdon, Nether Stowey
Watchet - Cannington - Bridgwater (Polden .
. . 09:20 19:20 120 mins
Meadows Via Nether Stowey, Wembdon, Bus Station
Taunton - Bridgwater - Burnham-on-Sea Via Brittons .
09:34 19:34 120 mins
21/ | Ash
2la | Burnham-on-Sea - Bridgwater Taunton Via Brittons .
10:43 20:43 120 mins
Ash
Wells Bridgwater Via Glastonbury, Street, Cossington, 180
. 10:52 19:52 ]
375 Woolavington mins
Bridgwater Wells Via Woolavington, Cossington, 180
09:05 18:05 )
Street, Glastonbury mins
Rail

The station is located on the main Bristol to Taunton line providing direct rail services to,
Penzance, St. Erth, Hayle, Camborne, Redruth, Truro, St Austell, Par, Lostwithiel, Bodmin
Parkway, Liskeard, Menheniot, St Germans, Saltash, Devonport, Plymouth, Ivybridge,
Totnes, Netwon Abbot, Teignmouth, Dawlish, Starcross, Exeter St Thomas, Exeter St Davids,
Tiverton Parkway, Taunton, Weston-super-Mare, Highbridge, Yatton, Nailsea, and Bristol
Parson Street, Bristol Temple Meads, Bristol Lawrence Hill, Bristol Parkway, Swindon, Didcot,

Reading and London Paddington, Newport and Cardiff Central.
The station is manned part time and has CCTV in operation.
Cycling

The bus station has provision for parking 12 bicycles on 6 Sheffield Stands. The stands are
not undercover and are not well overlooked. At the railway station 3 Sheffield Stands are
provided on each platform. The stands are under the cover of the platform canopy and are

reasonably well over looked.

The suggested route to the bus station is as per the town centre route identified earlier.
Beyond the town centre, the route follows Eastover and then turns onto New Road, which is a

traffic free road at the southern end.
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Access to the station by bicycle again follows Eastover, across the A38 Broadway/Monmouth
St and then along St. Johns Lane. The route is a signed cycle route and there are short

sections of dedicated cycle way on St. Johns Lane.
Bus

Bus service 2 connects the development site with the bus station and the railway station. The

journey from the site to the bus station is 10 minutes and to the railway station is 17 minutes.
Employment

There are a wide range of employment opportunities across Bridgwater and beyond. It is
beyond the scope of this document to identify methods of travel to each. The development
site benefits from easy access to public transport services providing an east-west link across
the town, with connection to other bus services and rail services. The location of the nearest
bus stops and the route of service 2 can be seen in Figure 5. The town also benefits from a
network of signed on and off-road cycle routes. The routes and details of cycle parking in the

town can be seen in Figure 6.

A car sharing scheme exists within Somerset and more details can be found at

www.carsharesomerset.com. The scheme matches up car drivers and passengers who travel

on similar routes at similar times, and is a good way of minimising car use especially for

commuting.

The car share scheme will be promoted through sales literature, welcome packs, a regular

travel plan newsletter and an online resource.
General Travel

Further information about travelling around Bridgwater and beyond will be provided to all

residents. More information can be found at www.movingsomersetforward.co.uk.
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